
	  
	  
	  
1 September 2014 
 
D-Day for National Environment Laws 
 

• Senate considers Abbott push to wash hands of Australia’s environment 
• Community leaders from around the country descend on Canberra 
• World Heritage Areas & uranium mines amongst those to lose federal oversight  

 
Community spokespeople from all walks of life descend on Canberra today, calling on our 
national leaders to retain responsibility for Australia’s environment, as the Government’s 
Bill to hand all environment responsibilities to state governments is debated in the Senate. 
 
“State Governments should not be left in charge of large-scale projects that damage 
communities and livelihoods,” said Saffron Zomer, spokesperson for the Places You Love 
Alliance. 
 
“This Government is out of touch with the community.  We expect the Federal Government 
to take charge where project impacts transcend state borders.   Communities don’t trust 
state governments to make impartial decisions, especially when they are getting mining 
royalties.  
 
“It is clear the Federal Government should continue to assess large coal and coal seam 
gas projects because they have a duty of care to protect our national water resources.  
 
“Coal and coal seam gas projects need to be considered for all their environmental 
impacts, not just their impacts on water resources. Today, communities across Australia 
are calling on their representatives to deliver thorough mining assessments that protect the 
local landscapes where they live and work everyday. 
 
“And while assessing projects that could poison the Great Artesian Basin should remain a 
federal responsibility, so should assessing projects that involve uranium, or impact World 
Heritage areas.  
 
“It’s reckless in the extreme to sign new deals to sell uranium to India while washing your 
hands of assessing and approving uranium mines at home, but that is exactly what Tony 
Abbott is looking to do this week.  It is in the national interest that uranium proposals get 
proper federal assessment and projects are properly regulated.   
 
“The Government is also attempting to pass responsibility for World Heritage areas to the 
states. These are our national icons, from the Great Barrier Reef, to Kakadu, to Tasmania’s 
forests - they are internationally recognised as the best of the best. They deserve federal 
oversight.   
 
“Australia has treaty obligations to properly look after these sites.  State Governments have 
shown they can’t safeguard the natural and cultural values of our World Heritage areas 
when mining royalties are on the table.  Right now there is a United Nations ‘World 
Heritage in danger’ listing pending for the Great Barrier Reef, and the Federal Government 
is handing the keys to the Reef to the coal mining obsessed Newman Government.  



 
“It’s not acceptable for the Federal Government to palm off its responsibilities to state 
governments that are clearly not capable of doing the job. 
 
“Community members have come from around the country today.  Tourism operators from 
the Great Barrier Reef, farmers from New South Wales and Victoria, a Traditional Owner 
from the Kimberly, a spokesperson from South Australian communities there impacted by 
uranium mining.  We have a winegrower from South Australia distressed that a growing 
gas mining agenda in his region threatens local agricultural land and aquifers.  
 
“All these representatives are here to speak up on behalf of the regional communities 
impacted by the Government’s changes. 
 
“Australians deserve transparent, defensible environmental approval processes.  None of 
us want to live in a country where big mining and development companies have free-reign 
to destroy our water and national heritage.   
 
“We call on the Senate to vote down the Bill,” said Ms Zomer.  
 
 
Spokespeople available for comment: 
 

• Dennis Vice – (SA) winegrower – (Speaking about the impact of unconventional 
gas development on communities) 

• Tony Brown – (QLD) Great Barrier Reef - Whitsunday tourism operator – 
(Speaking on economic importance of World Heritage areas) 

• Dr Anne Poelina – (WA) Kimberly Traditional Owner (speaking on unchecked 
mining development and state government conflict of interest) 

• Phil Laird – (NSW) National Coordinator of Lock the Gate and landholder near 
Maules Creek coal mine (speak on the ‘water trigger’ and national environment 
laws) 

• Tracey Anton – (VIC) Gippsland landholder and community health campaigner 
(speaking on importance of national environment laws to health outcomes) 

• Tony Fontes – (QLD) Great Barrier dive instructor with 20 years’ diving 
experience on the Reef, (speaking on importance of World Heritage protections) 

• Peter Watts – (SA) Arabunna man whose traditional lands impacted by Olympic 
Dam uranium mine (importance of national oversight for uranium projects). 
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