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ACT communities demand strong nature 
protections:	  

	  
Professor Rob Fowler presents at Parliament House	  

 
One of the nation’s leading experts on environmental law, Adjunct Professor Rob Fowler will 
present at Parliament House today.  Professor Fowler will outline the pitfalls of the Federal 
Government’s plan to hand environmental assessment, approval and enforcement powers to state 
and local governments. 
 
“This is the third in a series of events Professor Fowler is presenting around the country. The Places 
You Love alliance is holding community forums in Melbourne, Sydney and Adelaide to promote 
awareness about national roll-back of nature protection laws,” said Glen Klatovsky, Director of the 
Places You Love alliance. 
 
“Professor Fowler has decades of policy and legal experience in this arena.  His assessment is that 
the Government’s approach will result in a patchwork system.  We will see different requirements 
applying in each state and territory, meaning greater uncertainty for business, more legal battles 
and higher costs for all parties. 
  
“In each state the challenges are different. In NSW it will mean more fracking and unchecked 
development, in Queensland new ports and dumping on the Great Barrier Reef, in South Australia it 
will mean fast-tracked mining approvals, and in the ACT higher extinction threats. 
 
“Cash-strapped states and territories, heavily reliant on royalties from mining and energy 
developments, do not have the capacity to look after our natural heritage.   
 
The vast majority of Australians - 85 per cent - said the Federal Government should be able to block 
or make changes to major projects that could damage the environment, according to a Lonergan 
Research poll. 
 
“Australians love and treasure our natural places and unique landscapes. The Government is 
promising to weaken the laws that protect nature.   
 
“We are getting out, talking with communities about devising a new vision for nature protection,” 
said Mr Klatovsky. 
 
Places You Love is an alliance of more than 40 environment groups including WWF-Australia, The 
Wilderness Society, Australian Conservation Foundation, Birdlife Australia, Humane Society 
International, the Conservation Council of the ACT and local groups. 
 
Event details: 
 
Wednesday 28 May 2014, 1.00pm, Room 1R3, Parliament House, Canberra  
 

Media Contact: Jessica Kendall – 0414 679 857	  


