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Leadbeater’s possum at risk as Federal Government  
hands environment powers to states 

 
3 June 2014 
 
Australia’s reputation as a world leader in environmental protection hangs in the balance as the 
Federal Government progresses plans to hand assessment, approval and enforcement powers to 
state and local governments. 
 
Threats to Victoria’s old growth and high conservation value forests will intensify if the Federal 
Government progresses its plan to relinquish environment responsibilities, a coalition of lawyers, 
scientists and environment groups says.   
 
A petition to by leading ecologists David Lindenmayer, Rohan Bilney and Michael Calver, to the 
secretariat of the Convention of Biological Diversity, outlines what is at stake.  The petition alerts the 
secretariat that devolving powers to the states is contrary to the convention. 
 
“State native forest logging regulations contain significantly lower biodiversity protections.  The 
practical implication for will be species extinction threats” said Glen Klatovsky, Director of the Places 
You Love alliance. 
 
“Forest management practices cannot be claimed to be ecologically sustainable unless there are 
viable populations of Leadbeater’s Possum maintained in the wild and in perpetuity.  All existing 
data gathered in recent years clearly indicates that Leadbeater’s Possum is heading for extinction,” 
said scientist David Lindenmayer. 
 
“Forest dwellers like the Leadbeater’s possum in Victoria’s Central Highlands and Carnaby’s Black 
Cockatoo in Western Australia are endangered under the EPBC Act.  State governments have not 
adequately administered their own legislation to ensure habitat is preserved for threatened species. 
Scientists are justifiably concerned about the impending extinction crisis,” said Mr Klatovsky. 
 
“States do not have the standards and regulatory capacity to provide the same level of protection as 
under the EPBC Act.” 
 
The Places You Love alliance signed the joint petition ahead of the Convention of Biological 
Diversity’s Working Group’s meeting in Montreal on 16 June 2014.  
 
The petition urges the Convention to request the Australian government to carry out a detailed audit 
of its compliance with the Convention through the Australian National Audit Office before taking any 
action to to give states the power to approve actions under the EPBC Act. 
 
Places You Love is an alliance of 42 environment groups including WWF-Australia, The Wilderness 
Society, Australian Conservation Foundation, Birdlife Australia, Humane Society International and 
state, regional and local environment groups around the country.  
 

Further comment: Glen Klatovsky – 0410 482 243 
Media contact: Jessica Kendall – 0414 679 857 


